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Against a vivid background of Jewish and Islamic history, Bernard Lewis portrays the Judaeo-Islamic
tradition – a cultural relationship parallel to the Judaeo-Christian heritage. He traces its origins in the early
Middle Ages, its flowering, and its ending, followed by the incorporation of most of the Jews of Islamic
countries into the state of Israel. The book examines the relations of Islam and other religions; the formative
and classical periods of the Judaeo-Islamic tradition in medieval Islam; the development of the Ottoman
Empire; and its eventual demise in the twentieth century. This book was originally published in 1984.
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276 pages
Review
"An elegant and masterly survey. It is a measure of Mr. Lewis's gift for synthesis that all the many findings
of recent sholarship, including his own in the Turkish archives, are made to fit into a coherent and plausible
pattern."--New York Times Book Review

"Lewis refuses . . . simplistic approaches and tries to explain the complex and often contradictory history of
Jewish-Muslim relations over fourteen hundred years. He does this in prose that combines eloquence,
dispassion, and wit."--Norman A. Stillman, New York Review of Books

"[A] pioneering and masterful primer."--Jacob Neusner, Boston Globe
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